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Student vi_sa process ~erratic' 
ELISA ROSE 

A Crafers West man has resorted 
to taking court action after his 
nephew was denied an Australian 
student visa in what he believes 
was an unjust administration error. 

Reinhard Struve lodged documents 
to initiate a remedy in the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court of Australia, 
seeking to overturn a Department of 
Home Affairs decision to reject a study 
visa for his German nephew, 17-year­
old Max Waasner. 

Max and his cousin, Melinda Landers, 
both applied for visas earlier this year, 
intending to spend six months studying 
at Heathfield High School. 

As required under their application, 
they both nominated Mr Struve as 
their Australian guardian. 

But while Melinda's visa was 
approved in July, Max's visa was 
rejected. 

Mr Struve said their applications 
were the same and that he believed 
Max's visa was denied due to a 
jurisdictional error. 

Correspondence from the Department 
of Home Affairs said Mr Struve had 
failed to address a request for an 
overseas penal clearance certificate. 

But Mr Struve said he did not submit 
the penal clearance because he did not 
meet the relevant requirements. 

A penal clearance is required where 
the nominated guardian has spent a 
cumulative period of 12 months living 
in a country other than Australia 

Cousins Melinda Landers and Max Waasner have applied to study in Australia. 

within the past 10 years. Mr Struve further action on the application. / 
was born in Germany, but migrated The Department of Home Affairs and 
to Australia in 2007 and said he had the Federal Minister for Home Affairs 
not spent a cumulative period of 12 did not respond to questions from The 
months in any one country other than Courier before publication deadline. 
Australia in the past decade. However, The Courier understands , 

Melinda's visa application was that as of Tuesday, the Department 
approved without Mr Struve providing had re-opened the case and requested 
a penal clearance. . more information about Mr Struve's 

Mr Struve and Max requested an previous travels. 
internal review of the visa rejection, but Mr Struve is hopeful that his nephew 
it was not overturned and, at the time, will eventually be granted the visa 
the Department said it would take no and maintains the process lacked 

"procedural fairness". 
"It's an erratic decision making 

process, by the looks of it," he said. 
"Same circumstance, one person gets 

a visa, the other person doesn't, how 
does that work?" 

Max is in Australia on a tourist visa, 
but will be required to leave by October 
17 unless his student visa is approved. 

He said staying in Australia for 
six months was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

"I° wanted to improve my English, I 
wanted to experience another culture, 
other nature and the Australian 
summer and try surfing or something," 
he said. 

"I'm still hoping it will be six months. 
"It's just sad, but I try not to grieve 

too much about it." 
Mayo MP Rebekha Sharkie has 

escalated the issue in the Department 
of Home Affairs. 

"I'm hopeful the Home Affairs 
Department will be able to resolve the 
issue quickly," she said. 

Mr Struve, who is a former member of 
the'SA Multicultural Commission, also 
spent ,time studying as an exchange 
student at Heathfield High School in 
1993/94. 

"It's hard to fathom why Australia 
would reject a bright, chess-playing 
teenager who poses no threat, lives 
in a loving household, pays his 
tuition, complies with all laws, has no 
intention to overstay his visa, and has 
already become a valued member of 
our community," he said. 

Regional program inspires better leadership 
FIN DUNFORD 

A program aimed at developing 
emerging and established leaders 
in regional areas came to Hahndorf 
last Wednesday. 

The six-month Inspired Leadership 
program is delivered by Regional 
Development Australia Adelaide Hills 
Fleurieu KI (RDA AHFKI) and this 
year's iteration has brought together 17 
participants from across the region. 

Currently at the half-way mark of the 
2025 program, participants gathered at 
The Haus at Hahndorf last week, led 
by co-directors of Newday Leadership, 
Matthew Wright-Simon and Katrina 

Webb. Taste of the Hills organiser Holly 
Stratton, one of the participants, said 
the program empowered her to improve 
her skills to "lead with integrity" and 
was a powerful way to collaborate and 
expand her network. 

The meeting at Hahndorf featured 
guest-speaker and Beerenberg Farm 
executive director Sally Paech. 

"Having her come here and talk about 
her upbringing in a family .business, but 
then moving away to more of a corporate 
space and then coming back and 
building the foundation that she has -
she's provided a wealth of knowledge of 
throwing yourself in the deep end," Ms 
Stratton said. 
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Participants of the Inspired Leadership program met at The Haus, Hahndorf, 
earlier this month. 

''You learn quite quickly from that 
and then anything you learn from the 
past can support you with building 
things in the future, like it has with the 
Beerenberg Foundation." 

Fellow participant and Uraidla 
resident Robin Moyer said the program 
focused on wellbeing and connection to 
country. 

"That was really powerful for me and 
I'm the father to an Aboriginal daughter, 
so that was pretty meaningful," he said. 

"There's really clear mental health 
and wellbeing strategies that we've 
been able to share and I think that's 
something that's always lacking in 
smaller communities, it's really hard to 

reduce the stigma around getting some 
help." 

Mr Wright-Simon has facilitated the 
leadership program for the three years 
it's been in existence and said tailoring 
it to suit regional needs was paramount. 

"The people in this program are so 
passionate about where they live and 
\York and play," he said. 

''We facilitate this program at different 
locations across the region and often 
those venues or those places are 
established and led by quite exceptional 
human beings who have their own story. 

''We always involve them in part of the 
teaching and learning experience." 




