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General Practice Students Network national chairperson Kei Hsieh with Federal Member for Mayo, 
Rebekha Sharkie MP, who hosted the inaugural SA Future GP Forum in Mclaren Vale on Feb. 1 in 
collaboration with General Practice Registrars Australia. Read more on Page 5 (Supplied) 

Uni study hub for Kl 
STAN GORTON 

FEDERAL Member for Mayo, Rebekha Sharkie 
has been a longtime, vocal advocate for the 
establishment of a university study hub on 
Kangaroo Island. 

And so was delighted to receive a call on 
Monday, Feb. 3 from federal Education Minis
ter, Jason Clare to advise a KI hub will open for 
enrolments soon. 

The Kangaroo Island University Study Hub 
will be located in Kingscote at a location yet to 
be announced. 

Ms Sharkie said the new hub was a signifi
cant win for the KI community, providing ac
cess to tertiary education opportunities. 

The study hub will offer support to stu
dents in a campus-style environment without 
the emotional and financial stresses associ
ated with leaving their community. 

This is one of 43 hubs nationwide, which 
will accommodate more than 5200 students, 
offering a broad range of courses, including 
those in areas of skills needed such as health 
and education. 

The recent opening of a similar study hub 
for the Victor Harbor community demon
strated how successful this model could be, 
she said. 

"Having visited the (Victor Harbor) hub 
and spoken with students and staff, I am con
fident the establishment of a hub on Kangaroo 
Island will be embraced wholeheartedly by 
the community;' she said. 

"This hub will increase rates of tertiary 
education attainment, retaining a higher 
number of young people on Kangaroo Island 
to support the long-term development of this 
vibrant, close-knit community:' 

CONTINUED PAGES 2, 8 

STAN GORTON 
A new, dedicated conservation area for koalas, 
native vegetation and other fauna called "The 
Koala Sanctuary" will be created on a 500-hectare 
former plantation timber block on northwestern 
Kangaroo. 

The Koala Sanctuary organisation on Thurs
day, Jan. 30 announced it had secured a parcel of 
land from Kiland Limited for the venture. 

Located off Snug Cove Road, the site is home 
to an estimated 1000 koalas. 

The sanctuary will commence operations in 
February 2025, with a focus on integrating con
servation, research and education. 

The Koala Sanctuary, TKS, is a not-for-profit 
organisation providing a new dedicated habitat 
for koalas that it says will facilitate the restoration 
of native vegetation and create a safe environ-

ment for KI's fauna. 
The Koala Sanctuary says it will "support the 

resilience of ecological communities on Kanga
roo Island that contain koalas, and ultimately of
fer visitors a nature-immersive experience, allow
ing them to see koalas in the wild''. 

"Directed by world-leading koala researchers 
and ecological experts, key elements of the sanc
tuary's plans include the restoration of native 
vegetation and the creation of a safe environment 
for the island's fauna:' 

Kiland, as part of its partnership with TKS, 
would continue clearing non-native plantation 
timber on the site, as it is doing on all its parcels 
ofland. 

TKS will then progressively replant the prop
erty with native vegetation. 

CONTINUED PAGE 3 

The Koala Sanctuary will be located on a 500-hectare forcner blue gum plantation timber block on Snug 
Cove Road, Gosse on the NW corner of Kangaroo Island. (Supplied) 
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NEWS 

Foundation grant 
for grower group 

STAN GORTON 
FOUNDATION for Rural Regional Renewal has 
awarded $685,242 in grants for 27 initiatives that 
will empower rural communities across Australia 
to adopt practices and solutions that reduce 
emissions and address the impacts of climate 
change. 

FRRR says the projects will enable positive 
and sustainable environmental, social and eco
nomic outcomes. 

Kangaroo Island Our Town Incorporated on 
behalf of Resilient Roots Grower Collective on 
western KI will receive $19,707. 

Margi Prideaux from the collective said the 
grant covered a specific list of equipment and ma
terials for west-end growers, in return for building 
soil carbon, as well as increased production and 
distribution through the Gosse Harvest Exchange 
and produce boxes. 

"Essentially it's a mixture of climate resilience 
and food security;' she said. 

Read more on the growth of harvest exchang
es across the island on Page 7, with home-grown 
produce being swapped at Penneshaw, American 
River, MacGillivray, Parndana and Gosse. 

The other rei::ipient in the region is The Food 
Embassy Incorporated in Strathalbyn that re
ceives $18,688 to promote education on local 
food systems and their connection to climate 
change, while activating the local food system to 
address food insecurity, reduce food waste, and 
build resilience. 

Sarah Matthee, climate solutions portfolio 
lead at FRRR, said that the Community Led Cli
mate Solutions program emphasised the impor-

tance of empowering local people to lead local 
climate solutions. 

"The intent is to empower and enable com
munities to lead change, by innovating and re
sponding to local opportunities and challenges;' 
she said. 

"The 27 projects funded showcase a diverse 
range of future -focussed, community-led climate 
solutions, including addressing energy supply, 
reuse and recycling, distributing knowledge and 
climate risk adaptation. 

"This diversity reinforces the fact that each 
community's experience of the social, economic 
and environmental impacts of a changing climate 
is unique:' 

FRRR is grateful to partner with a growing 
number of like-minded organisations including 
Boundless Earth, Hand Heart Pocket, Paul Ram
say Foundation and Elders Insurance, which is 
backed by the QBE Foundation. 

FRRR and its donor partners are committed 
to funding community-led solutions that reduce 
emissions and address the impacts of climate 
change. 

"illtimately, we hope that the rural communi
ties and organisations that are stepping up to roll 
out these initiatives will inspire and encourage 
other communities to take relevant action, en
gaging both business and philanthropy in local 
responses;' Mathee said. 

FRRR welcomes further contributions to this 
collaborative pool of funds to grow the impact 
that can be generated across remote, rural and 
regional Australia. 

For more information, please visit https:/ /frrr. 
org.au/ giving/ 

Gosse resident Margi Prideaux applied for the 
FRRR grant on behalf of the Resilient Roots Grow
er Collective and Kl Our Town. (Supplied) 

uni study hub to open in Kingscote 
FROM PAGE 1 
MS Sharkie said throughout her time as the 
Member for Mayo, she prioritised advocacy for 
study hubs across the electorate, especially in 
remote, regional communities such as Kangaroo 
Island. 

"I extend my sincerest thanks to the Minister 
for maintaining an open dialogue with me about 
the unique challenges our young people face in 
communities such as Kangaroo Island;' she said. 

"For this cohort, access to university is ren- · 
dered near impossible due to distance and isola
tion. 

"The Kangaroo Island Study Hub will offer 
students an opportunity to attain tertiary level 
qualifications in their own community, removing 
obstacles typically faced in regional areas. 

"Time and again I hear from young people, 
families and community members that barriers 
such as cost, transport, access to reliable internet 
and educational support significantly restrict stu
dent's interest and capacity to study. 

"While virtual education opportunities are 
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now more accessible, for many students this fails 
to provide the support and level of engagement 
needed to immerse themselves completely in 
their studies, leading to higher rates of drop-out 
or non-completion. 

"For residents of Kangaroo Island, travelling to 
Adelaide one-way is a half day journey, making 
transport and accommodation costs unafford
able for many. Unlike those living in metro areas, 
travelling to and from university each day is sim
ply not viable for students in this community. 

"At present, only 9.1 per cent of Kangaroo Is
land residents have attained a tertiary level of 
education, over three times lower than South 
Australia's 24.3 per cent, highlighting the direct 
impact of regionality upon educational attain
ment. 

"One's geographical location should not dis
suade them from enrolling in tertiary study, nor 
should it prevent them entirely from obtaining a 
university level qualification. 

"This hub will ensure students in the Kanga
roo Island community are no longer required to 
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battle with this dilemma:' 
Minister for Education Jason Clare said the 10 

new hubs were expected to be operational from 
mid-2025, thanks to the Albanese Government's 
$66.9 million investment to double the number of 
University Study Hubs across Australia. 

This came as new data showed a 32 per cent 
increase in the past year of students using the ex
isting 43 study hubs across the country. 

"Today, almost one in two young people in 
their 20s and their 30s have a university degree. 
But not everywhere. Not in the outer suburbs and 
not in regional Australia;' he said. 

"That's why we are doubling the number of 
University Study Hubs, to bring university closer 
to them. 

"We know they work. The evidence is they in
crease the number of people going to uni degree. 

"Bringing university closer to where you live 
will encourage more people who otherwise might 
decide not to go to university at all to give it a 
crack:' 
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Heli pad 
testing 
started 

STAN GORTON 
SA Health and its contractors have 
completed upgrades to the Kingscote 
emergency services helipad. 

Barossa Hills Fleurieu Local Health Net
work chief executive officer Bronwyn Mas
ters said they were aiming to have the new 
upgraded helipad at Captain Morgan Park 
online in February. 

"We are currently undertaking final 
works and will conduct test flights in com
ing weeks;' Masters said. 

"The new Kangaroo Island Health Ser
vice helipad is designed to meet incoming 
regulatory requirements and to accom
modate larger aircraft that may potentially 
come into service in the future .: 

The SA government is investing $23.4 
million to upgrade 13 helipads across the 
state - including Kangaroo Island Health 
Service - so residents needing urgent med
ical treatment can continue to be safely air
lifted from regional hospitals. 

In the meantime, the SA Ambulance 
Service MedSTAR rescue helicopters have 
been using Kingscote oval and Kangaroo 
Island Airport as alternate landing zones 
for patient retrieval. 

Up at the helipad, contractors had to 
wait out wet weather last winter to begin 
excavations and then concrete pourings 
and then also for specialist light fittings to 
be delivered. 

The work is being undertaken by locally 
affiliated business Harrold & Kite using KI 
contractors where possible. 

-t:. 

The latest edition SA Ambulance Service 
MedSTAR's fleet of three Huey rescue he
licopters landed on Kingscote oval last 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 29, for a patient 
retrieval. (Stan Gorton: 456827) 
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Letter: 
Strong 
woman 
I respond to (last week's) article in our "The 
Islander" about the resignation of Jeanette 
Gellard from the council. 

It was 25 years ago that Jeanette with 
other islander women organised the Rural 
Women's Gathering for Kl. 

And on the next Australia Day, we were 
awarded for it. 

I am astounded that our council of the 
day was able to get this strong woman so far 
only to throw in the towel. 

Gisela Robinson, 
35-year resident on KI 
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Uni study hub details 
REGIONAL Development Australia Adelaide 
Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island is thrilled that 
the submission for a Regional University Study 
Hub on Kangaroo Island has been a success. 

The study hub is part of a $66.9 million ini
tiative by the Albanese Government, intended 
to remove barriers for regional students across 
Australia in accessing high-quality tertiary edu
cation. 

RDA Adelaide Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo 
Island director Steve Shotton said the funding an
noti.ncement for the Kl study hub represented a 
significant milestone for the education landscape 
on the island. 

The Kangaroo Island Study Hub will be locat
ed in Kingscote, with the location being finalised, 
providing 24/7 study spaces with high-speed 
internet, on-site support in business hours, and 
opportunity for students to spend time with their 
peers - all at no charge. 

The Regional University Study Hub program 
is a proven model that increases enrolment and -
completion of tertiary studies - university and vo
cational education and training. 

It is aimed at both school leavers and older 
residents wanting to study for better qualifica
tions, he said. 

Providing a place with support, it removes 
barriers to education by allowing students to 
study remotely, overcoming the lack of suitable 
study space or environment at home, massively 
reducing costs, and enabling combined work
study options, Mr Shotton said. 

The Kangaroo Island study hub was expected 
to deliver many positive outcomes for the island 
including increased participation, retention and 
completion in tertiary education, enhanced com
munity engagement including between industry 
and students, and strengthened workforce devel
opment, he said. 

By collaborating with Rural City of Murray 
Bridge Council who already operate regional 

Regional 
Development / A.,.sf v'"fi (4 

ADELAIDE HILLS, FLEURIEU 
.AND KANGAROO ISLAND 

RDA Adelaide Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island director Steve Shotton. (Supplied) 

study hubs at Berri, Murray Bridge, and Victor 
Harbor, the Kangaroo Island Study Hub is ex
pected to fast track to opening, expected July, and 
employ a locally based staff member. 

"This announcement is a reward for the lead
ership of Regional Development Australia Ad
elaide Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island, who 
funded and led the development of a business 
case for the hub;' Mr Shotton said. 

"It is equally rewarding for the broader com-

munity who participated in the community con
sultation that informed the business case, in
cluding Kangaroo Island Community Education, 
students, industry, business groups, community 
groups, Kangaroo Island Council, and individuals 
who believed in the need for improved access to 
tertiary education:' 

He paid special tribute to resident and tertiary 
education advocate Bob Teasdale, who was vital 
in securing the funding. 

Time for a clean up? 
• STAN GORTON 
I just did a mid-summer clean up at my place 
and had a great experience with Richard Govan 
and KI Skip Bins. 

Cleaning up your place is good for fire pre
vention and you feel great afterward. 

Long-term locals Richard and Monique just 
last year took over KI Skip Bins from Fran and 
Trevor Slade, who operated it for the previous 
12 years. 

KI Skip Bins runs a drop-off and pick-up ser
vic= to the whole of the island, using either 2m3 

or 4m3 sizes. 
The 4m3costs about $300 in the Kingscote 

area, a bit more for out of town, and you can 
keep it for a week or so. 

KI Skip Bins collects materials from building 
sites, cleaning up around your house or shed or 
commercial businesses. 

Materials are sorted into the different waste 
categories before it is delivered to the Fleurieu 
Regional Waste Resource Recovery Centre. 

Richard encourages you to layer the items as 
you put them in a bin to make it easier to sort, 
which in turn is less costly, as more can be re
cycled. 

And remember no lithium batteries, as these 
need to be taken to the recovery centre for re
cycling. 

,,,., 
Richard Govan from Kl Skip Bins picks up an
other bin after a backyard clean-up. (Stan Gor
ton: 457582) 

Extreme Heat Awareness Day 
STAN GORTON 

THE first-ever Extreme Heat Awareness Day, on 
February 5, 2025, aims to raise awareness of the 
dangers of extreme heat in Australia. 

And this as a heatwave shaped up for Kanga
roo Island last weekend with temperatures in the 
mid to high 30s for three days. 

Extreme heat, which refets to prolonged pe
riods of high heat and humidity, is the deadliest 
natural hazard in Australia, and its frequency 
and intensity are increasing due to climate 
change. 

The day is led by the Australian Red Cross and 
the Sweltering Cities organisation, and it encour
ages everyone to get involved by educating oth
ers, supporting those most at risk, and taking pro
active steps to prepare. 

Sweltering Cities works at the intersection of 
climate justice, inequality and health. 

The organisation is building grassroots power, 
telling compelling stories of extreme heat im
pacts and winning strategic campaigns that will 
make a real difference in cooling our homes and 
suburbs. 

Key messages on Extreme Heat Awareness 
Day 2025 include that extreme heat is a serious 
threat, especially to vulnerable populations, and 
that there are simple steps people can take to pro
tect themselves and others. 

The Australian Red Cross plays a crucial role 
in heatwave preparedness by providing resources 
and support to communities. 

Decision-makers should prioritize the well
being of people and communities in heatwave 
initiatives. 

By taking acti<;>n and staying informed, indi
viduals and communities can mitigate the risks of 
extreme heat and build resilience. 

There are simple steps that people can take to 
prepare: 
• Get in the know: Speak to yo_ur GP about how 

heatwaves nay affect you and download the 
Bureau of Meteorology app for reliable weather 
forecasts and warnings. 

• Get connected: Build support networks with 
neighbours, family, and friends, plan for heat
wave safety together, and identify a cool place 
to go if needed during extreme heat. 

• Get organised: Plan for heatwave safety togeth
er and identify a cool place to go if needed dur
ing extreme heat. 
Get packing: Consider what essentials you may 
need at home, or to take with you in a heat
wave. 

To protect yourself, the people you love and 
your community, go to the "Heatwaves and hot 
weather" section on the Australian Red Cross 
website for more information. 
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