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Uni hub boost for regions 
• EMMA HEIDENREICH 
A federal funding boost of $66.9 million 
announced on July 20 will aim to address the 
'postcode brick wall' that regional high school 
students face in attending university. 

The funding will be used to establish 20 
university hubs across regional Australia, re
moving one of the obstacles regional and re
mote Australians face in undertaking tertiary 
study. 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
found just 21 per cent of people aged 15-47 
years living in inner regional areas have a 
bachelor degree, compared with 36 per cent of 
major city dwellers. 

For year 12 students at Victor Harbor High 
School, Matthew Bullen (17) and Kayla Lang 
(18) - the challenges of moving to Adelaide or 
another major city for university are real. 

"The thought of moving to the city for 
university is daunting, it means leaving your 
whole life behind - family, friends and every
thing that is familiar," Kayla said. 

"I think these factors definitely affect peo
ple's decision to go to university in the regions." 

Although not fully decided on whether she 
will attend university or not, Kayla said she 
plans to commute to the city for her first year 
of study. 

"I would probably see if there are some 
friends I can stay with and attend a few uni
versity classes a week and then come hcime," 
she said. 

Matthew, who received pre-admission to 
study Psychological Science at Flinders Uni
versity, said university hubs for regional peo
ple to study and gain placement here," he said. 

"The Flinders University hub for health 
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workers which is attached to the hospital 
makes it much easier for regional people to 
study and gain placement," he said. 

"We need more hubs like this - they would 
give local people i;nore options and decrease 
the stress in fields that are understaffed in Vic
tor Harbor." 

Matthew plans to commute to Adelaide for 
his study, but he said he would rather do the 

commute than face sky-rocketing rental prices 
. and extra costs associated with moving to the 
city while he's studying - one of the other costs 
regional people face in accessing tertiary edu
cation. 

The Regional Australia Institute (RA!) CEO, 
Liz Ritchie, has praised the Federal Govern
ment's focus on boosting the post-school qual
ification rate in regional Australia. 

"While remote study is an option with 
most universities, regional university centres 
can provide all important peer and teaching 
support and networking opportunities," Ms 
Ritchie said. 

"If we can give more country kids a choice 
about how they undertake tertiary education, 
we will empower our regional communities to 
retain the generations of the future." 

Cell phone silence for high schools 
• JACK CHURCH 
AS of Monday July 24, all South Australian 
public schools have had a major overhaul as 
the Malinauskas government implemented 
strict bans on mobile phones during school 
hours. 

The policy called 'off and away', has been 
introduced as part of a plan to reduce levels 
of classroom distraction and online bullying 
during school time, all of which will improve 
focus and learning during lessons. 

While the ban has now been implemented 
in all public schools, many took the initiative 
earlier this year, with 137 out of 158 schools 
banning mobile phones by the start of term 
three. 

Unlike other schools, Goolwa Secondary 
College has had a phone ban implemented 
since they opened in 2022, but this law has 
come as proper reinforcement for their al
ready working mobile phone ban. 

The policy is only in place for personal de
vices and does not encompass school owned 
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devices or BYO devices used for learning pur
poses. 

Minister for education Blair Boyer is glad 
to see that the government has delivered a 
phone ban in South Australia. 

"We promised we would ban mobile 
phones in secondary schools, and we have 
delivered on that promise, working with 
schools to get it right," Ms Boyer said. 

"I knew this was the right policy for our 
high schools as I had seen up close the dam

. age that distraction and cyberbullying was 
causing at school. 

"Bullying can be 24/7 for young people to
day, and there is no doubt in my mind that it 
plays an enormous part in the deteriorating 
mental health of students. 

"Every time I speak with a student, parent, 
grandparent or carer, I am more convinced 
that this was the right thing to do," she said. 

Local secondary school student Sonya 
Walker says the ban is working quite well and 
she has seen an instant increase in interac
tion. 

"It's really good to see people sitting 
around each other actually talking and inter
acting, rather than just mindlessly scrolling 
on their phones and not even talking to the 
person sitting right next to them," she said. 

"Also it has removed a method of procras
tination for a lot of people, without the dis
traction and temptation of a phone it means 
people are more inclined to do their work. 

"Some people have mixed feelings, they 
think it's annoying or unnecessary, but I think 
it helps set us up for life after school where 
you can't rely on your phone for everything." 

However, as part of the ban, principals 
can approve individual student exemptions 
in specific circumstances. 

The rollout of the policy is being supported 
through the recently announced State Budget 
with $515,000 to assist schools with practi
cal requirements such as pouches, lockers. or 
other infrastructure to implement the policy 
successfully. 

Victor Harbor High School was contacted 
for comment. 

Sonya Walker puts her phone away for the 
whole school day. 
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