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MICHAEL SIMMONS 

SOUTH Coast community leaders are 
outraged the once promised Study Hub for 
Victor Harbor has been quashed by the Federal 
Government. 

Memberfor Mayo RebekhaSharkie worked 
hard over many years to gain support from the 

Liberal Federal Government for a Study Hub to 
be located in Victor Harbor and Mount Barker. 

"I am bitterly disappointed that following 
years of combined work by myself, Regional 
Development Australia, Local Government 
and members of the community, as well as a 
firm commitment frorri the previous Liberal 
Government, I have been advised that Mayo 

Sooth Coast office RLA-241454 

will not be receiving the two new regional 
university centres that we had been promised," 
Ms Sharkie said. 

"Following a change in government earlier 
this year I met with the Minister for Education 
to confirm that the Government would be 
honouring the former Government's com
mitments to Mayo and was advised that the 

new Government would be reassessing this 
commitment," she said. Ms Sharkie is joined 
in her disappointment by City of Victor Har
bor Mayor Moira Jenkins, councillor Marilyn 
Henderson, Senator Andrew McLachlan and 
Regional Development Australia Adelaide 
Hills, Fleurieu & Kangaroo Island director 
Steve Shotton. • More on page 6 

sou coast re a It y Rebekha 
Sharkie 
Federal Member for Mayo 

26 HindllUlrsh Road, MCcrcidcl!n 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9.30amto4.30pm 

0883985566 Helping OU STAND OUT in the Crowd 
-----

VICTOR HARBOR 8552 3744 I NORMANVILLE 8558 2900 ISCREALTY.COM.AU 



+ 

News www.fl 

Government 
backflipon 
Study Hubs 

IGNORED 
Andrew M 
Liberal Fe~ 
Govern me 
million inve 
universitiei 
Harbor will 
of it. 
PHOTO: Mii 

MICHAEL SIMMONS 

FOLLOWING weeks of 
uncertainty on the future of 
the planned Study Hubs in 
Victor Harbor, Member for 
Mayo Rebekha Sharkie re
ceived written confirmation 
fromtheMinisterthatthenew 
Labor Government would 
not be honouring the former 
Government's commitment 
to the two Mayo university 
centres. 

This is despite the fact that, 
until very recently, the two 
centres were still listed as a 
priority on the Department for 
Education's website. 

In the letter, Ms Sharkie 
was advised that a competitive 
application process had been 
completedandthatthe Univer
sity Centres in Mount Barker 
and Victor Harbor were not 
successful on this occasion, 
however the commitment I 
had been given by the former 
Government was not in any 
way pending any competitive 
process. 

"I am aware that some 
electorates have lost many 
millions of dollars' worth of 
commitments as a result of 
the change in Federal Govern
ment and that this is the only 
commitment relating to Mayo 
that has not been honoured by 
the new Government, so I ac
knowledge that we have been 
luckier than some, however 
the regional community of 
Mayo is desperately in need 
of these centres and I am in no 
doubt that these centres would 
have facilitated a university 
education for local Mayo 
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Live, Work, Play and Study: City of Victor Harbor Mayor Moira Jenkins and councillor Marilyn Henderson are 
disappointed a regional university will not be established in Victor Harbor. 
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constituents who may now not 
go on to a tertiary education 
because of this decision." 

City ofVictor Harbor May
or Moira Jenkins said Steve 
Shotton from Regional De
velopmentAustralia (Hills and 
Fleurieu) informed council 
that the Federal Government 
had withdrawn the money 
that had been promised for 
the Hub. 

"The money was going to 
be coming through Rebekha 
Sharkie and had been prom
ised by the previous Federal 
Government. It is very dis
appointing as we have had a 
number of meetings, business 

plan preparation and were 
in the process of deciding 
a governance structure and 
examining sites that would 
be suitable," Dr Jenkins said. 

City of Victor Harbor 
councillor Marilyn Hender
son is in her second term on 
council was a big driver for a 
Study Hub in Victor Harbor 
and delivered the popular 
catchphrase 'Victor Harbor -
the place to Live, Work, Play 
and Study'. 

"Regional study hubs as
sist regional and remote area 
students to participate and 
succeed in higher education. 
Regional and remote Austral-

ians hold bachelor degrees at 
approximately half the rate of 
metropolitan Australia," Cr 
Henderson said. 

"The Federal government 
previously set a target of 40 per 
ent of all Australians aged 25 
to34yearstoholdabachelor's 
degree by 2025. 

"Achieving this target 
is required to ensure that 
Australia remains Interna
tionally competitive and that 
the workforce is prepared for 
the growing knowledge econ
omy. This remains a distant 
goal for regional areas. Re
gional study hubs have been 
demonstrated to improve stu-

dent engagement for regional 
students facing high first-year 
attrition risk factors." 

Cr Henderson said regional 
hub networks enabled students 
to remain in their home towns 
and still be successful in their 
studies. 

"They increase student 
engagement, which in tum im
proves student retention and 
success. Studying locally also 
improves integrated work
force pathways and local high 
value jobs and local academic 
and professional networks for 
regional towns. It has been 
shown that students who study 
locally are more likely to stay 
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Man dies after Warning 
car hits tree • river use 
DANI BROWN DANI BROWN 

AN Unley man has died after his car col
lided with a tree at Ashbourne on Wednesday 
evening, December 7. 

Emergency services raced to Ashbourne 
Road, between Wattle Flat Road and Cox 
Road, about 6.40pm after receiving a report 
that an Audi sedan travelling west had left the 
road and hit a tree. 

WATER Operations-I 
ed river users of the da 
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further south. 

Sadly, the 48-year-old driver, who was the 
only person in the car at the time, passed away at 

~-f!~~~~~~the scene. The road was closed between Wattle 
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