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Mt Barker misses 
out on university 
hub despite 
funding promise 
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Three students at Lobethal Lutheran 
School have taken a lesson in community 
service to the next level, raising funds to 
commission and publish a coloring book 
that will be sold to raise money for the 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 

and Scarlett Traeger and Year 5 student Millie 
Gardner took on the challenge in November last 
year to create a oook with art from students 
from all year levels at their school. 

They created a competition to inspire their 
classmates, from Foundation through to Year 6, 
to draw an endangered animal to be featured in 
the coloring book. 

LOUIS MAYFIELD 

A commitment by the previous 
Federal Government to fund a 
$1.5m Regional University Centre 
at Mt Barker has been broken 
by the Labor Government, in a 
decision that has been labeled 
"extremely disappointing" by a 
key stakeholder. 

Two applications were lodged for 
funding for Regional University 
Centres (RUC) at Mt Barker 
and Victor Harbor by Regional 
Development Australia Hills, Fleurieu 
and KI (RDAHFKI) after the previous 
Federal Government committed to 
establishing the hubs in Mayo. 

However, both applications were 
rejected by the Federal Department of 
Education after the election, meaning 
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Mayo missed out on hosting any of the 
eight new RUCs funded across the 
country. 

The RUCs provide a space for 
university students to study while 
living away from their chosen 
campus, and in SA they will instead 
be established at Port Lincoln and 
Roxby Downs. 

CONTINUED PAGE 5 

Thomas Gas 
Bulk & Cylinder 
LP Gas Supplier 
Phone 8339-2388 

0 39° Friday 
Partly doudy 0 37° Saturday 

Partly doudy o 24° Sunday 
Portly cloudy O · 23° Monday 

Partly cloudy 6 22° 

-1 -



r -f 

(!Iuiirter 
Rainfall 0 

•/,'/ 

-fl-
.----WHAT'S MAKING NEWS----. (/Juiir1er -

Balhannah 0 
Birdwood 0 

Nearly powerless Teens for tax cuts Phone (08) 8391 1388 
Prlntld by 

Your Hills Newspaper 
Callington NIA ' ·-= ' Mylor and Local student 

talks about 
corporate tax in 
Teen Parliament 

F. Teare Marstan Ply Ltd 
Mann Street, Mt Bartler, SA 5251 

Published dawn w~ 

Postal address 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2023 

OPINION 

Hubless Hills 
The decision by the Federal Government 

to renege on the previous Government's 
commitment to fund a university hub at 
Mt Barker is a missed opportunity for a 
city tipped to become the State's second 
largest within the next decade. 

It appears key stakeholders worked very 
hard to secure a funding promise for the 
Regional University Centre, but have been 
left empty-handed despite assurances by 
the previous Federal Government that the 
money would be available. 

As highlighted during the infamous 
sports rorts scandal, it is important that 
grant funding goes to the most deserving 
applicants. 

But it is nevertheless disappointing that 
a promise of funding for this facility was 
made, just to be overturned. 

Everyone is aware of the congestion on 
the freeway and the public transport needs 
at Mt Barker. 

And, since the former State Liberal 
Government scrapped its flagship Globelink 
election promise, which was sl!lpposed 
to solve the freeway's woes, one of the 
solutions spruiked by multiple stakeholders 
has been to keep would-be commuters, 
such as employees and students, in Mt 
Barker instead of forcing them to drive 
down the hill. 

Giving students the opportunity to study 
closer home could help relieve congestion 
as travelling into the city wouldn't be 
necessary. 

While it is a positive step for the 
Government to deliver on a promise for 
eight Regional University Centres across 
Australia, they have again missed an 
opportunity to provide vital infrastructure 
for the anticipated growth at Mt Barker. 

One would hope this decision was not 
based on politics, and was made purely 
on merit, as the Department of Education 
claims. 

It is disappointing to see another 
opportunity passing Mt Barker by, as it 
inches closer to becoming the State's 
second largest city. 
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Lot 1 O investigation postponed 
SCOTT MURPHY 

A decision about whether to 
investigate selling a portion of the 
Alexandrina Council's Lot 10 site 
to the Strathalbyn Harness Racing 
Club (SHRC) has been postponed 
pending an upcoming elected 
member's workshop. 

The SHRC has expressed interest in 
Lot 10 - vacant land earmarked as a 
sports and recreation hub on Langhorne 
Creek Road - since the hub's conception 
in 2011. 

A concept plan for the site was 
developed in 2017, incorporating 
facilities for multiple Strathalbyn 
sports clubs including the SHRC, but 
plans have since been revised but there 
is no plan currently agreed to. 

asked to pause the Lot 10 steering 
committee's Business Case and 
Infrastructure Investigations Report for 
the site for six months while the council 
investigated selling a portion of the 
property to the harness racing club. 

But the decision was deferred following; 
questions about its implications. 

During the meeting, Councillor SJ 
Miller requested the council re 
all advice from and discontinutl 
discussions with the SHRC. Ho 
Cr Lou Nicholson said elected 
needed more time to under' 
details of the sale and its izv, 
development of Lot 10. 

An information sessi 
members will be held 

At Monday's meeting, councillors were during the March o 
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RDAHFKI chief executive Damien 
Cooke said the applications for RUCs 
at Mt Barker and Victor Harbor were 
lodged in good faith based on the 
previous Government's commitment. 

"We lodged those applications prior to 
the election, we had several discussions 
with the Department of Education 

with the understanding those 
applications were going to be approved," 
he said. 

"It was only four or five weeks ago that 
we finally received formal notification 
that those applications would not be 
approved." 

Mr Cooke said the funding application 
took around two years to put together 
with the assistance of the Mt Barker and 

. Adelaide Hills councils, so the rejection 
meant they had burned an "enormous" 
amount of time. 

"We've been in discussions with many 
of the councils looking at the options for 
tertiary education centres within the 
region for in excess of nine years now," 
he said. 

The business plan for the Mt Barker 
RUC notes that the region has no 
face-to-face support options for higher 
education. 

It states that transport is more 
difficult for students working part-time 
and studying at campuses further afield 
such as Flinders University. 

"With the rapid expected increase in 
population at Mt Barker, demand for a 
(Hills-based centre) is likely to increase 
over the next decade and beyond," the 
plan states. 

Mayo MP Rebekha Sharkie said the 
region was "desperately'' in need of 
the centres, but the Government had 
reneged on a promise by the former 
Liberal Government to deliver them. 

"The previous Federal Government 

Regional Development Hills, Fleurieu and KI chief executive Damien Cooke. 

gave a firm commitment to establish the 
two centres in Mayo," she said. 

"These centres would have provided 
a university education for local Mayo 
constituents who may now not go on 
to a tertiary education because of this 
decision. 

"I'm sure the Mayo community would 
want to know why their education is no 
longer a priority to this Government." 

Mt Barker Mayor David Leach said an 
RUC would have been a "logical" first 
step towards a "much needed" university 
presence at Mt Barker. 

"The time and cost impediment of 
traveling for university study can be a 
significant barrier to some," he said. 

A Department of Education 
spokesperson said the decision was 
based on a "competitive application 
process". "An assessment panel made 
up of senior departmental staff and 
Regional Education Commissioner, 
Fiona Nash, assessed all eligible 
applications against the assessment 
criteria," they said. 

"Based on this assessment, 
Australian Government (is funding) the 
eight highest ranked applicants." 

Along with the two university hubs 
in SA, three have been funded in 
Queensland, two in WA and one in 
Victoria. 

Apology for vax deception 

Susan Louise 
Clarke pled guilty to 
attempting to deceive 

for personal gain. 

LOUIS MAYFIELD 

A Hills woman who deceived SA 
Health to avoid losing her job by 
having a vulnerable woman take a 
Covid-19 vaccination in her place 
has apologised for her actions in 
court. 

Susan Louise Clarke, 53, of Chapel 
Hill, appeared in the District Court for 
sentencing submissions last Wednesday, 
having pled guilty to the charge of 
attempting to deceive another to benefit 
herself or a third person. 

Clarke's counsel denied she was an 
"anti-vaxxer", and instead attributed 
her actions to anxiety around side 
effects of the Covid-19 vaccines on offer, 
according to reports. 

Reports state that Clarke's mother 
died from breast cancer and she worried 
she might suffer a similar fate after a 
vaccination. 

Clarke reportedly tried to get bitten 
by a snake to avoid her job's vaccine 
deadline. 

Her counsel reportedly claimed 
Clarke's actions were due to a fixation 
on the idea that the vaccines available 
would cause her harm, and she believed 
the only safe vaccine was a protein-based 
version that was yet to be approved. 

The court heard that her actions had 
been detrimental to the mental health 
of the victim, Tania Marshall, who was 
paid a sum of money to be vaccinated in 
Clarke's name last year. 

Ms Marshall reportedly read a victim 
impact statement in court, stating that 
she believed she would have adverse 
reactions to the vaccine and feared she 
would die. 

She added that she was concerned the 
public were aware of her vulnerability 
and would exploit her. 

Clarke will be sentenced today in the 
District Court. 
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ELC to Year 12 in the heart of the Barossa 

Trio arrested 
Three youths aged 17, 16 and 14 were 

arrested last week following a crime 
spree which included robbing a Hills 
petrol station. 

The two boys and a girl allegedly 
stole a Volkswagen Golf, Toyota Aurion, 
Hyundai Accent, and Hyundai i30 
between 2.15pm and 7pm on Febru
ary 12. 

At 7.25pm, the driver of the Hyundai 
i30 allegedly stole petrol and items from 
a Dry Creek service station before the 
two boys allegedly mugged a woman in 
Adelaide at 9.25pm. 

All three youths then allegedly threat
ened staff at a Stirling petrol station 
and stole cash, before evading police as 
they returned to the freeway. 

All were arrested near Coomandook, 
charged with a range of offences and 
were refused police bail. 

They will face the Adelaide Youth 
Court on February 27. 
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