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More properties 
fail fire scrutiny 

Fire danger season inspections 
carried out by the Mt Barker 
Council earlier this year found 836 
non-compliant properties, about 90 
more than last year. 

Under section 105F of the Fire and 
Emergency Services Act 2005, private 
land owners must take "reasonable 
steps" to prevent a fire on their property, 
and face a maximum fine of $5000 if 
they fail to do so. 

The council's 2022/23 fire season report 
said the increase in non-compliant 
properties was "mainly due to vacant 
blocks in new development areas". 

Most of the non-compliance issues 
were resolved, but three property 
owners were fined as a result of non
compliance, five owners were referred 
to the council's Home Assist Program 
for assistance in achieving compliance, 
and six cautions were issued for the 
use of prohibited items on construction 
sites during Total Fire Ban days. 

Conditions during the 2023/24 
fire danger season, which ran from 
December 1, 2022, to April 30, 2023, 
were considered average, with eight 
days of heightened fire danger. 

The council budgeted $185,000 for 
fire prevention in 2022/23, with around 
600km of rural roadsides slashed to 
reduce fuel loads in the district. 

A fire mitigation team, funded by 
the council's Fire to Flourish project, 
performed additional fire prevention 
activities along road reserves and 
natural areas on the fringe of bushfire 
safe spaces and last resort refuge sites. 

"Focused efforts this season on a 
strategy of positive engagement and 
advice achieved good outcomes during 
compliance activities pertaining to the 
issuing of 105F notices," the report 
concluded. 

Anya an eco music prize finalis 

Anya McNicol-Windram, known by her stage name Anya Anastasia, draws inspiration from the natural beauty of her hometown 
Uraidla, recently creating a music video in a nature reserve off of Greenhill road as you descend into the town. 

FIN DUNFORD 

A Hills musician has been 
nominated as one of 22 finalists 
in a nationwide competition that 
celebrates artists who drive change 
for climate action and environmental 
conservation. 

queen of cabaret." In a bid to "strip 
everything back" and to "go into more 
detail on the song craft", Ms McNicol
Windram has transitioned from cabaret 
to songwriting. 

Her new song Losing Wild from the EP 
Dissenter illustrated her feelings about 
the natural world and how the extinction 
crisis poses a threat to not only the 
planet, but also to the imagination and 
the creativity of humanity. 

kind of disconnect from it, there's so 
much information and it's overwhelming 
and heartbreaking," she said. 

"If you can give people an emotional 
way through music or poetry, that's 
a strong connection which is a good 
foundation for action." 

The Envrionmental Music Prize is a 
competition based on public votes and 
voting is open until June 4. 

The Environmental Music Prize 
recognises Australian musicians who 
use their platform to celebrate the 
beauty of nature, with the winner 
awarded $20,000. 

Uraidla resident Anya McNicol
Windram, known by her stage name 
Anya Anastasia, began her career in 
cabaret, often writing and performing in 
shows and, according to a 2019 Fringe 
review, she was "arguably Adelaide's 

"The messages are quite present in the 
lyrics," she said. 

"I did a lot of research before the EP -
something I dived into after tours were 
cancelled with Covid-19." 

"I'd love if the Hills community got 
behind me and got behind the project as 
a whole because there are a lot of great 
music videos on the website - it's really 
inspiring," Ms McNicol-Windram said. 

Ms McNicol-Windram said she wanted 
to find an emotional link with the loss of 
environment. 

"We read a lot of this dry stuff and you 

"A lot of the music videos are 
really uplifting, encouraging and 
reinvigorating and it's a great way to get 
re-inspired." 

New push for uni hub at Mt Barker 
LOUIS MAYFIELD 

A peak body 
representing growth 
areas around Australia 
has put pressure on the 
Federal Government to 
deliver a university hub 
in the Hills, labelling it a 
"priority project" for the 
upcoming Federal budget. 

In its pre-budget 
submission, the National 
Growth Areas Alliance 
(NGAA) called on the 
Government to commit 
funding for a Regional 
University Centre (RUC) 
in Mt Barker, and ensure 
funds allocated for a freeway 
upgrade by ·the previous 
Government were honored. 

An investment of $75m 
shared between Federal 
and State governments was 
committed last year for the 
freeway project, along with 
$1.5m for a RUC in Mayo. 

However, an application 
by Regional Development 
Australia Hills, Fleurieu 
and KI for a Mt Barker RUC 
was rejected by the Federal 
Department of Education 
earlier this year. 

' ' Each year it's delayed or not funded 
there are growing populations that won't 
have access to tertiary education locally 

- NGAA chief executive Bronwen Clark 

NGAA chief executive 
Bronwen Clark said key 
infrastructure projects 
needed to be better 
coordinated and sequenced 
by the Federal and State 
governments to keep up with 
Mt Barker's growth. 

"These things take a lot of 
time to plan, develop and 
build - if we started now, 
by the time it's ready and 
operational there will be 
a much larger population 
needing these services," she 
said. 

"Each year it's delayed or 
not funded ... it means there 
are growing populations that 
won't have access to tertiary 
education locally. 

"All the data shows that 
young people living in 
growth areas have lower 
tertiary education rates than 

others, and a lot of that is just 
because of (lack oD access." 

Funding for the second 
stage of the South Eastern 
Freeway Managed 
Motorways project was 
announced by the former 
Federal Government last 
year, but Ms Clark wants 
the current Government to 
reaffirm the commitment in 
this year's budget. 

"We really need this budget 
to re-commit (to the project) 
.. . (Federal Infrastructure 
Minister Catherine King) 
has said all of these press 
release projects announced 
by the former Government 
are up for review," she said. 

"We hope that this really
needed project in a growth 
area will go ahead with Local 
Government being consulted 
as to the best outcome." 

It came as the Federal 
Opposition raised concerns 
that projects such as 
the Hahndorf Township 
Improvements and Access 
Project could be axed under 
the Federal Government's 90 
day review of infrastructure 
projects which were 
announced by the previous 
Government. 

Ms Clark said Mt Barker's 
current infrastructure was 
unlikely to meet the needs 
of a growing population 
expected to exceed 47,000 by 
2036, and become the State's 
second biggest city. 

"We need to plan better 
for the future ... we need to 
meet the housing shortage, 
there's no excuse given the 
technologies and design 
expertise we have that it 
can't be (solved)," she said. 

Other priority projects 
listed by the NGAA include 
the Westlink Stage 2 in the 
Wyndham City Council area 
in Victoria, and the Outer 
Harbour road corridor in the 
City ofKwinana council area 
in WA. 
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