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surprise visit by a high flyer 
• STAN GORTON . .__..- . _.... 

THE Royal Flying Doctor Service Kangaroo 
Island Support Group had a surprise visitor at 
its annual Easter cake stall on the main street 
of Kingscote on Thursday, April 6. 

Peter de Cure, chairman of Rural Flying 
Doctor Service Central Operations that covers 
SA and the NT, just happened to be holidaying 
on Kangaroo Island and stopped by for a visit. 

Peter has holidayed on the Island with his 
family since 1971 and has a home at Island 
Beach. 

He read about the cake stall in The Islander 
and so had to visit the stall, held every year 
outside of the Century 21 office. 

"The work of the volunteers is very much 
appreciated and the money they raise goes di
rectly to buy and keep the airplanes in the air," 
he said. 

"They make an incredibly important con
tribution." 

Last year, the Kl RFDS Support Group raised 
$33,500 through its raffle, sausage sizzles and 
stall. 

The RFDS aircraft fly into Kingscote air
port three or four times a week with rural and 
isolated communities, including Kangaroo Is
land, were increasingly reliant on the service. 

RFDS Kangaroo Island Support Group members 
Ginny Wachmer and Jaffrey Drinkwater with Twig
gy the dog. 

The group's volunteers have started giving 
raffle ticket buyers the option of donating the 
prize if won to the Junction Community Cen
tre. 

And this year, the second prize of a $200 
shopping voucher at Drakes Supermarket was 
one of the donated tickets, meaning the prize 
will go to someone local in need. 

Rural Flying Doctor Service Central Operations chairman Peter de Cure with RFDS Kangaroo Island 
Support Group treasurer Claire Downing. Pictures: STAN GORTON 

RFDS Kangaroo Island Support Group mem
bers Ginny Wachmer, Jaffrey Drinkwater, Gaenor 
Couchman and Yvonne Hams at the Easter cake 
stall, while treasurer Claire Downing accepts a 
donation from Ozone Social Club president Kym 
Buderick. 

Also stopping by was president of the Ozone 
Social Club, Kym Buderick, who handed over 

last year's fundraising tally of $600. 
The money was raised during the Friday 

night social gatherings at the Ozone Hotel 
front bar where the chocolate wheel is spun 

Google view shows 
impact of bushfires 
HIGHLIGHTING the affects of bushfires 
on Kangaroo Island can be seen through 
an online medium available at almost 
everyone's fingertips. 

Timelapse in Google Earth, which lets 
people visualise how the earth has changed 
over time, is now updated with new imag
ery from 2021and2022. 

Watch time unfold and witness nearly 
four decades of planetary change from 1984 
to 2022 - all thanks to the 4D interactive 
map, made from millions of satellite pho
tos. 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, 
Timelapse in Google Earth is a global, zo
omable time-lapse video of the planet -
now encompassing 39 years of imagery that 
shows evidence of the rapid changes to the 
earth, underscoring the need to protect its 
natural resources as well as ways in which 
we are adapting to combat climate change. 

In Australia, the new imagery captures 
the before and after of the devastating Kan
garoo Island bushfires of 2019 and 2020. 

The imagery in 2018 shows dense, green 
foliage on the western side of the island. 
Following the 'black summer' bushfires, 
2021 satellite photos show burnt and ashy 
terrain in that region. It's a stark reminder of 
the impact of natural disasters. 

Across the globe, the time-lapse video 
also spotlights irrigation systems emerging 
in the deserts of Egypt and meandering riv
ers shifting over time in the Amazon rain
forest in Pucallpa, Peru to volcanic erup
tions, logging and wildfires changing the 
landscapes. 

The imagery also captures ways cities 
have adapted to combat climate change -
like offshore wind farms in Middelgrunden, 
Denmark and a large-scale solar installa
tion in Granada, Spain. 

This builds on Google Australia's ongo
ing investment in supporting Australia's 
crisis response and conservation efforts 
which iincludes supporting WWF to moni-
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The change from dark green in 2018 to light 
ash in 2021 is a result of the 2019-2020 
bushfires on Kangaroo Island, South Australia. 

The image of Kangaroo Island before the 
fires as used in the Google timelapse. 

Pictures: GOOGLE EARTH 

tor wildlife on Kangaroo Island and in 
bushfire affected areas, surfacing bushfire 
information on Google Maps, and protect
ing the Great Barrier Reef with the help of 
Altechno 

Check out the updated visualisation at 
g.co /Timelapse Videos 

Here are a few of the highlights that have 
been added: 

Kangaroo Island, South Australia: The 
change from dark green in 2018, to ashy 
terrain in 2021 is a result of th~ 2019-2020 
bushfires on the island. 

Qesm Al Wahat Ad Dakhlah, Egypt: The 
crop circles, which stand in stark visual 
contrast to the surrounding desert land
scape, are tl1e result of center-pivot irriga
tion at this remote agricultural outpost. 

Middelgrunden, Denmark: An offshore 
wind farm hugs the coast. 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: Urban expan
sion and infrastructure development create· 
urban sprawl. 

and funds are raised for local Island causes - all 
are welcome from 7pm. 

The RFDS group stall holders were happy 
with the support on the day, with more than 

$1000 placed in donation tins during the 
course of the year's raffle. 

Stay tuned for a report from Jaffrey on the 
totals raised and raffle winners. 

Inspired.program for 
community leaders 
REGIONAL Development Australia Adelaide 
Hills, Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island is excited 
to introduce the inaugural regional leadership 
program Inspired Leadership 2023 for the 
region. 

Program lead and RDA regional manager 
Sue Arlidge said Inspired Leadership 2023 was 
a contemporary program relevant to the times. 

Two outstanding examples of exemplary 
leaders from such a program are Kl Leadership 
Program alumni and residents, Steph Wurst, 
who is a RDA board member, and Lyn Dohle, a 
program steering committee member. 

Ms Arlidge said both women stood out as 
key leaders during and post the 2019-2020 
Black Summer bushfires. 

Delivered by Newday Leadership, the six
month program is designed to support the 
developmen:t of regenerative leadership capa
bility for a diverse cohort of aspiring, emerging 
and established leaders. 

In addition, the program will celebrate ex
cellence in the region and explore challenges 
and opportunities with a global perspective. 
Curated to support the UN Sustainable Devel
opment Goals, the program will focus on ex
emplary participant experiences that appeal 
to all the senses, including a sense of fun, ex-

citement and humour, including: 
being connected to Country, informed by 
First Nations' leaders, 
increasing leadership capacity, influence 
and resilience, 
supporting cross-sector collaboration, 
developing leadership skills, 
building a culture of active citizenship. 
Each monthly session will be held in a dif

ferent location, with a mid-program 'mini 
summit' including an overnight option. 

The program will culminate in a day at the 
Newday Leadership Summit in early Novem
ber at the Adelaide Convention Centre. 

People aged 18 and over are encouraged to 
apply. 

Applicants must work, volunteer or live in 
the region or, in the case of Indigenous people, 
know part of the region as home Country. 

A total of 15 places are available in this 
year's cohort with a limited number of bursa
ries available. 

Applications close: midnight, Wednesday, 
April 12, With participants notified of the out
come April 21. 

Learn more and apply at https://newday. 
world/programs 

First Nations leader Jack Kanya Buckskin RDA leadership program participant Jack Buckskin with 
New Day's Katrina Webb and Matthew Wright-Simon. . Picture: CATHERINE LEO PHOTOGRAPHY 
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