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Biobin scores Peat's the win at FIFA World Cup 
BRYAN LITILELY 

PEAT'S Soil is pressing hard 
to get exposure on a global scale, 
with its subsidiary company 
Biobin last week kicking goals 
to land a contract with World 
soccer organisation FIFA to 
supply organic composting bins 
across all eight stadiums being 
used for this year's FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar. 

Peat's Soils Managing Di
rector Peter Wadewitz says the 
Fleurieu-strong company, with a 
head office in Willunga and pro
duction facility at Brinkley near 
Langhorne Creek, has enjoyed 
plenty of interest across Europe, 
in Malaysia and also Indonesia, 
with the Qatar soccer deal a bit 
of icing on the cake. 

"This is the result of the steps 
we've been taking the past five 
or six years," Mr Wadewitz told 
the Fleurieu Sun last week after 
the big announcement was made. 

"We got 20 Biobins over there 
six years ago so they could see 
how they work. That was the seed
ing of it and one of the councils 
have put the system into action. 

"Having the Biobins there and 
aprograminplacemeantwecould 
show FIFA how it will work." 

few years, Peat's Soil and B iobins 
"are already at the door" to be a 
supplier at that event too. 

"We're doing about 20,000 
tonnes of recycling in Qatar at 
the moment and obviously the 
FIFA World Cup will bump that 
up ... I think there's something 
like 2.5 million tickets sold to the 
events," he said. 

"We are building the Biobins 
over there and during the World 
Cup there will be more than 300 
people employed there to operate 
the bins . 

"We've gone to Europe and 
we are talking with people also in 
Malaysia and Indonesia." 

Thousands of tonnes of food 
and organic waste will be recycled 
and turned into compost to assist 
Qatar's horticultural and agricul
tural sectors. 

Member for Mawson Leon 
Bignell said "it was a huge win 
for the world-leading Willunga 
company, which employs 110 
South Australians". 

Peat's Soil has been a a global 
innovator for many years when it 
comes to composting and recy
cling, Mr Bignell said . 

Mr Wadewitz said with the 
Women's World Cup to be played 
in Australia and New Zealand in a 

"This is a huge win for his 
Biobin technology and for South 
Australia, which has so often led 
the world in terms of recycling 
and lower carbon emissions,'' Mr 
Bignell added. 

BIN WIN: Peter Wadewitz, managing director of Pete's Soils says hard work and a commitment to Qatar 
made more than six years ago is paying dividends. PHOTO: BRYAN LITTLELY 

It's a Field of Dreams for SA farmers 
A USTRALIAis on track to 

harvest a near-record winter 
grain crop of 61.9 million 
tonnes, according to Rabo
bank's 2022/23 Australian 
Winter Crop Forecast. 

But what will be a record 
for some farmers will be heart
break for others, due to the 
impacts of excessive rainfall on 
grain volume, yield and quality 
in parts of the country. 

In the newly-released re
port, the specialist agribusiness 
bank says despite the weather 
challenges, the nation is set to 
harvest its third consecutive 
bumper winter crop. Forecast 
to be down only one per cent 
on last year - which broke all
time production records - the 
total grain crop is estimated to 
be 41 per cent above the five
year average. 

But it won't be good news 
for all, the report says. While 
farmers in some parts of 
Australia will "reap record 
or near-record crops", others 
in areas across New South 
Wales and Victoria are facing 
"yield, volume and quality 
downgrades due to excessive 
rains, washed out fields and 
unharvestable crops". 

Report author, RaboRe
search agricultural analyst 
Dennis Voznesenski said while 

it was too soon to quantify 
the impact of heavy rainfall 
and flooding in recent days in 
Victoria on the state's overall 
production, "there has been 
significant impact to yields on 
low-lying crops with many un
der water in central and north
ern Victoria, however crops on 
rolling and rising country have 
fared better". 

Nationally, Rabobank fore
casts wheat production to come 
inat35.5 million tonnes - down 
two per cent on last year, but 
4 7 per cent above the five-year 
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average. Barley production is 
expected to reach a record 14 .8 
million tonnes, up seven per 
cent on last season and 31 per 
cent above the five-year aver
age. The canola crop is forecast 
to reach a record 7.2 million 
tonnes, also a seven per cent 
increase on the previous year 
and a whopping 81 per cent up 
on the five-year average. 

Mr Voznesenskisaid "on the 
whole", Western Australia and 
South Australia are set to break 
production records. 

"While Victoria was on 

track to break production re
cords until last week, we are 
going to have to wait for all 
the forecast rainfall to come 
through and for waters to re
cede to see the full impact of the 
rains on productiont he said. 

"The unfavourable condi
tions mean harvest is likely 
to be drawn out into January." 

He said a substantial in
crease on last year's rainfall 
across the Mallee and Wim
mera in Victoria and Murray 
Mallee in South Australia has 
set up some farmers in these 

CRACKING 
CROPS: 
Langhorne 
Creek 
farmer Grant 
McAnaney 
says his 
wheat, barley 
and canola 
crops are 
among the 
very best 
West Creek 
has had 
on record. 
PHOTO: BRYAN 
LITTLELY · 

regions to harvest all-time 
record crop yields. 

SouthAustralia is preparing 
for another record harvest this 
season, of almost 10.7 million 
tonnes, one per cent above the 
last record set in 2016/ 17 and a 
27 per cent increase on last year. 

Farm input costs - which 
have risen substantially over 
the past year - could weigh 
significantly on farm mar
gins "moving forward", Mr 
Voznesenski said. 

However, while there is 
notable risk for urea prices 

increasing, reprieve may be 
due for other fertilisers and 
agrochemicals in the near 
term. Mr Voznesenski said with 
urea production significantly 
dependent on natural gas_ -
which has been skyrocketing 
in price in Europe - the bank 
sees urea prices as having the 
largest "upside risk" moving 
into 2023. 

For phosphates, there has 
been '~demand destruction", 
the report says, with high prices 
resulting in lower usage and 
larger than initially anticipated 
inventory, especially in the 
Americas, which is indicative 
of further price declines. 

"The downward slide in 
global potash prices is likely to 
persist for the coming months," 
Mr Voznesenski said, "with 
regional benchmarks taking 
a cue from further anticipated 
weakness in the Americas . 
Still,geopolitics around Russia 
and Belarus can definitely im
pact prices of both phosphate 
and potash." 

An expansion of agrochem
ical production capacity in 
China has seen prices decline 
this year, the Rabobank report 
says. "Andunderourbasecase, 
we expect further downside 
moving into next year," Mr 
Voznesenski said. 
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