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Strathalbyn abattoir expected to re-open in six months 

The Strathalbyn abattoir could be reopened in as little as six months with the State Government approving $1 .lm for repair works at the site. 

SCOTT MURPHY 2021 to initiate the reopening of the "We just could not believe that it took "It's come a long way (and now) you're 

Strathalbyn's abattoir could 
reopen in as little as six months with 
the State Government approving 
$1.lm for the Fleurieu Community 
Co-operative to complete mandatory 
repair and refit works at the site. 

The Ashbourne Road abattoir was 
closed in December 2020 by its then­
owner, Strath Pastoral, resulting in 
greater costs for many local farmers 
who had to transport their livestock 
further to other abattoirs. The Fleurieu 
Community Co-op was formed in 

Strathalbyn abattoir, however, as the overayearfromthegrantbeingapproved going to see scaffolding all over the 
facility had ceased operating, it needed to actually getting the funds into · our place (and) we're waiting for the final 
to meet new industry standards. accounts." The abattoir was previously (council) approvals, which have been 

Co-op director Grant Baker said meant to reopen in September last year, submitted, on raising the roof. 
the community-led organisation had but due to challenges meeting the grant "(If) we can secure the contracts as we 
been under immense pressure to meet conditions, the reopening was delayed need and the parts that we've ordered 
the conditions of the $1.lm State multiple times. It is estimated to cost come in on time, we believe that there's 
Government grant, which had been about $3.5m to get the facility ready to about four months of work left. 
conditionally approved, so it could operate again, with much of the work - "Then we need to go through the 
undertake the require work to get the such as the paddock repairs and flooring accreditation program process with the 
facility up to scratch. "Knowing that installation - already completed. EPA which we think will take about 
we now can actually deliver what we "There's already been a huge amount three to four weeks ... so ideally we 
promised is an amazing feeling, it really of work, it's not that we are now just suggesting within six months we should 
is," he said. going to start," Mr Baker said. be open." 

Wet soil leads to earlier start to grain sowing in Hills 
More than half of SA grain 

producers who responded to 
a Grain Producers SA survey, 
including many from the Hills and 
Fleurieu, indicated they began 
sowing ahead of the traditional 
Anzac Day start this year. 

The survey asked farmers around 
the State about their sowing practices 
for this year, after rainfall from last 
season and at the start of this year 

600, 800 & 1300F 
Units in Stock Now 

had provided what Grain Producers 
SA described as a positive start to 
sowing in some regions. 

Grain Producers SA (GPSA) chief 
executive Brad Perry said there was 
optimism about the coming season 
"but it is tempered by caution". 

Around 120 producers responded to 
the 2023 seeding survey, with more 
than half indicating they began sowing 
prior to Anzac Day. 

"Through the GPSA seeding survey, 

grain producers in the Hills and 
Fleurieu told us that many were 
sowing prior to the traditional Anzac 
Day week into wet soil," Mr Perry said. 

"It's great to see that sub-soil 
moisture from last season, and from 
any rainfall this year, assisting 
germination and providing a positive 
start." 

The trend is an indicator of rainfall 
patterns this year, as the same 
survey in 2022 showed that half of 

respondents were dry-sow!ng at this 
time of year. 

However, the Bureau of Meteorology 
has predicted a drier 2023, which has 
contributed to a lack in confidence 
among producers. 

"There's been patchy rainfall to start 
the 2023 growing season so grain 
producers in many regions are heavily 
relying on the moisture that is already 
in the ground," Mr Perry said. 

Min-Till Drill 

The 800 min-till compact drill is equipped 
with three boxes covering main seed, 
fertiliser and small seed. Under 3m 
transport width and 6" row spacing as 
standard. The 800 drill provides big drill 
performance in a compact package. 
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